
Dear GCMS Students, 
 

 
I hope this email finds you well - and you hanging in there with your remote learning activities! 
Again, we know that this situation is not ideal for most of our learners.....but we are so proud of 
so many of you for your efforts! We cannot wait to see you again and spend our days learning 
and laughing together at GCMS. 
 

 
In the meantime, as this school year winds down (ONLY 13 DAYS TO GO!!!), I wanted to give a 
reminder to all of you regarding our unique grading system for this unprecedented situation. 
Below this correspondence, I have included the original email that you received way back in 
early April that discusses grading.  
 

 
*Many of you are in GREAT shape and will easily earn the average of the first 3 marking periods 
- or even a higher grade based on your great work in remote learning! 
 

 
*Some of you have some (or alot) of work to do in these final 13 days to earn a passing grade 
and the chance to earn the average of the first 3 marking periods as your final grade. PLEASE 
make the most of this "final push" to get as caught up in your classes as you can! Your EFFORT 
and PARTICIPATION will go a long way toward allowing us to provide the final grade that you 
deserve:) We can see the light at the end of the tunnel - finish strong GCMS! You've got this 
and we're here for you!! 
 

 
Take care, 
Mr. Connelly 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Previous Email regarding grading policy for remote learning: 
 

 
I wanted to take a moment and update you on grading as we all recognize this is a concern for 
you.  Our team met yesterday and we believe the following is a fair way to handle grades 
moving forward for our students. 
 
 
We recognize that this has been a big transition for you and please know it has been for us as 
well.  In an effort to honor your work from the first 3 nine weeks and realizing that moving from a 
brick and mortar school to online comes with many challenges, we believe the following 
description will provide you with the details regarding grades moving forward. 



 
 
If the grades from these online courses would improve a student’s final grade, then they will be 
calculated and used for final grades.  If the grades from online classes would lower a student’s 
final grade, but they still participate and pass, then it will be omitted and final grades will be 
calculated using the average of the first 3 marking period grades. This will apply the same for a 
semester course and the grade will be relevant to the 3rd marking period. 
 
 
The best way to explain this is through the following two examples: 
 
 
Student A earned the following grades for the first three quarters of the year: 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 

89% 93% 91% 

 
 
 
When these three grades are averaged together, Student A would have a 91% going into the 
fourth quarter, which is an A.  As long as Student A PASSES (a passing grade is an A, B, C, or 
D) the final grade for the year would be the 91% that Student A earned from the first three 
quarters of the school year.  Let’s say Student A works hard, stays connected, and completes 
his assignments but due to the challenges faced during this time coupled with moving to remote 
learning, he earns an 83% for the fourth quarter.  This is a good grade but would certainly bring 
down the 91% that he earned from the first three quarters.  That 83% is a PASSING grade of a 
B and therefore he maintains the 91% earned from the first three quarters as his final grade. 
 
 
Let’s look at the calculation below: 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Average Final Grade 

89% 93% 91% 83% (PASS) 89% 91% 

 
 
Student A PASSED the fourth quarter with an 83% which brought the actual average to an 89%. 
In light of our current circumstances, he will earn a 91% for the year. 
 
 
Student B earned the following grades for the first 3 quarters of the year: 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 

86% 93% 88% 



 
 
When these three grades are averaged together, Student B would have a 89% going into the 
fourth quarter, which is a B.  As long Student B PASSES (a passing grade is an A, B, C, or D), 
the final grade for the year would be the 89% that Student B earned from the first three quarters 
of the school year.  Let’s say Student B works hard, stays connected, completes her 
assignments, and LOVES remote learning.  She thrives in this situation and earns a 97% for the 
fourth quarter.  This is an excellent grade but would certainly bring up the 89% that she earned 
from the first three quarters.  That 97% is a PASSING grade that improves Student B’s average 
going into the fourth quarter and therefore Student B will earn a final grade of 91%, which is an 
A. 
 
 
Let’s look at the calculation below: 
 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Average Final Grade 

86% 93% 88% 97% (PASS) 91% 91% 

 
 
Student B PASSED the fourth quarter with a 97% which brought the actual average to an 91%. 
She will earn a 91% for the year. 
 
 
In these examples, Student A maintains his average for the year which was calculated at the 
end of the third quarter because he earned a passing grade, through remote learning, for the 
fourth quarter.  Student B actually improved her grade from the average which was calculated at 
the end of the third quarter because she earned a grade that improved her average.  That 
improved average carries over to the final grade for the year. 
 
 
The same holds true for a semester course by simply using the 3rd marking period grade. 
 
 
I hope this plan is helpful for ALL students moving forward.  This was a lengthy email but I 
wanted to provide you with details to better understand how we are going to handle grading 
moving forward.  If you have any questions about this, please reach out to me or one of our 
school counselors for additional clarification. 
 


